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of the Image, but the foreleg is not cut off or put in
the mouth, as is constantly done in the case of buffalo
sacrifices in the Telugu country. The blood is collected
in an earthen vessel and placed near the image of
Pidari and left there the whole night. Nest morning,
the people assured me, only a small quantity of blood
is found in the vessel, Pidari having the drunk the
greater part of it. The remains are poured away
outside the compound of the shrine. The heads and
carcasses of the buffaloes sacrificed are all handed over
to the Pariahs of the village, who take them away for
a feast.
At the festival of Angalamman pigs are sacrified to
her male guardians as well as sheep, goats, and fowls,
not only by the Pariahs, but also by any caste of Sudras.
The lyenar festival takes place at the same time as the
Pidari festival, and the same ceremonies are performed,
except that no animals are sacrificed at his shrine.
The idea, so naively expressed in the Pidari festival
at Shiyali, that the goddess actually drinks the blood
of the victims, is not uncommon. In many villages
some of the blood is collected in an earthen vessel and
placed inside the shrine after the sacrifice. At one
village, where pigs are sacrificed to Madurai-VIran,
though the blood is not collected in any vessel, but
simply allowed to flow on the ground, the people assur-
ed me that Madurai-VIran drinks it. In the same way
the rice and the blood sprinkled through the streets of a
village or round the boundaries, which is called poli, or
food,,in Telugu, is regarded as food for the evil spirits.
In many Tamil villages the rice and blood are made up
into little balls and thrown up in the air, where, as the
people firmly believe, they are seized by the deity
to whom the sacrifice is offered, or by the evil spirits
that hover round the procession.
Vellore Taluk, North Arcot District. The following
interesting descriptions of the invocation of Pidari and
of the karagam procession are quoted from an article by
P. J; Richards, Esq., LC.S.:
** After this part of tbe cermony is over, the pujarl